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50 YEARS AT
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g INTRCDUCTION " i
During 1970, wnen I began te prepars a histery ef the Balzen Family

in Texas, ha and * had the priviledge of seeimg the eld eshureh reeerds

with Paster Durkep. This visit lasted a little ever am heur, amnd resulted

in ebta mush imterasting and valuable imfermatiem abeut the

eroriginal Balzen settlers. In 1975 we saw these reserds again te

verify the infermetiem we nad ebtaimed earlier. At that time it was

neted that here there exiuted mush valuable imfersatiem abeut all

ef the families whe settled Quihi,and whe were mambers ef the Bethlehem

Luthararn Chureh of Quihi,Texas,

The wern and deterierated ecomditiem of the beoks scemtaiming the reeerds
saused me teo be gomeerned abeut preserving them feor future use. Simee the
paper im 128 years has mellowed and softemed te a cemsiderable exteat,
it was theught te be meeessary te eepy them phetestatieally. This 1
did en an Xerex eopier im August eof 1976. But it alse beeame apparent
that te get infermatiom abeut ome family it weuld be necessary te
read all ef the beeks, amd that im 1976 few pesplein this seumtry seuld
read the German Language as it was writtem by the Pasters., The theught
then same to me te tramnslate the recerds te Emglish,and at the same
time te rearrange the imfermatien. “imee eme of the reeerd beoks was
started im the ferm eof Z pages te eaech family, it was theought best te
use this fermat. This has been dome using omne page fer each family, and
it was theught, that if the shureh had a eepy it might be used by the
mnembership mueh meére than the erigimal were used,

In erder te further fasililate the use of the tramsalatiem, a partial
index has been prepared. This is eof the manes of the methers anmd
grandparents, and others whe de moet appear as heads of househeld. Heads
of Househeld apper™ im alphabetieal erder and are mnef further indexed;
neither are the iwes of the children indexed. This imdex,with imstruetiems
abeut hew te f‘ad the names eof persens appears at the emd, page 219-224,

-

The Baptism reserds are prefased by the fellewing nete writtem by
PASTOR G. SCHALL, A liberal tramslatiem by Hartha Salzem, fellews:

" In the meeting of deacons +hish teek plaee Sepember 2, 1859, it was
deeided that asount of members of the eemgregation be made, and that
the same memth the Baptisms beek, The eount was made im the same menth

and entered inte the beek by the Faster of the eemgregatien.
signed "G. SCHALL, PASTOR"

There them fellew °5 pages - names birthdates, immxtimmxx leealities

of birth, and in some instaaees the names of father amd methers, a few
nanes of CGrandparents, and a few dates of baptisms with fhe manes of the
Faster. nelideed are the baptisms that eeseprred frem the time of the
erganization of the chureh im 1852 until the time that Paster Sehall
began baptising in the ecemgregatiem im 1859. “Ybvieusly nene of these
reecords djufault baptism are origimal, but were ebtaimed from ether
sourses, eossibly the recerds of babies baptised 1852-1859 were

ebtaimed frem the records eof the Castreville cemgregatiem, where the
first paster of the <uihi chureh, Rev. Christian Cefinger, was statiomed
It is believed that the reeerds of the adult members must have ceme

frem the members themselves, &8s a result of questieming by FPaster -ehall.
These.them, are the peeple whe comstituted the eemgregatéem in September
of 1859, It is suppesed that there were ne exeeptioms or omissioms at
that time. Put at a later unkmewn date someome unkmown added names of
persens on pages 166 threugh 171. *hese are names of adults whe becane
members at & later time tham 1855, amd eertaimly ineluded these whe
immigrated te Quiki after 1859. re is alse seme repetion of names

that appearsé on pages 2 te 25, These enteries are in fine hamdwriting
eof 1:tff.1-tt-rl, lIE.l'ltlil about the sane tﬂ?l ef imfermation as im
given em the 1st 25 pages. it is obvieus that Bev. G. Schall, and some
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other persem at alater date, realized that sueh imfermatiomn as is givea
would beseme valuable in the future te establish the ameestry ef the
eongregatien. They are coemgratulated peshumeusily fer their feresight
and diligence,

It is beliewdd that cercian comments coneerning these recerds will
be of use and in erder, They fellew:

1. The recerds are fer the years 1852-1902 with & few exceptions
where the recerds are extended a few years. if peeple whe used this beek
find that they kmew mewe abeut the psrsems shewn in the reecerds thanm
it 13 beeause the beok is limited essentially te these years and te
what is givea in the erigimal reserds, -eme abbitiemal imfermatiem is
added, but is shown ia parenthesis,

2, An explaaatiem of spelliimg im im erder, im many instances there are
differnt spelling given for the same name whner it appears om differemnt
pages. Aetually this is net surprisimg when one eomsiders eertain fasters
whieh eentribute te this eomditionm: (1) The spelling was dependent on the
varieus Pasters, whe theugh they were scheeled, made mistakes; (2) the
peeple gave names in various German dialeets ard prermunciatiens which
were strange to the Pasters. Seme of these déaleets were lew “ermanm,
Sehwabish, Alsace with German aeccent, shewing & Fremeh influenece,Hessish
Hanoverish, Bavariam, ete. plus seme Englisk mixed with German ,er viece-
versa, Different Fasters wrete their imnterpretatiens ef what they heard.
Finally,added te all of this there is the interpretatiem given te varieus

handwrittings whiesh are net elear,

3. There are variatiems im the origimals eof the date of birth and death.
After eompleting the translatiems, the entire records were cheched again
with the originals te elimate errors ef tramseriptiem, as mueh as is

pessible,

4, In erder teo faecildtate ti's eheeking of the tramseriptiems found
in this velume with the ergiuals, there are givem twe numbers separated
by & hyphen. These numbers a;pear nestly in the eelumm of birth dates,
but elsewhere alse, These netatiens represent first the page wharaxkihmx
in the beek of Baptisms amd secendly, the lime on that psge where the
eriginmal imfermatiem is Lo be found. Wedding dates and death dates are
net so refersenced becasse they are in ehronelegival erder im the erigimal
and ean therefer be refernt:d easily. The emly plaece the page numbers
ef this velummn are used for referense is imn the fartial Index.

5., It will be neted that the baptism izxihm ef illegetimate ehildrem
is herein reeorded as it is in the ergginals. However,netes have been
sadded te shew whe the mether latesr married, when there was & reasonalble
reasen found fer se deing. In this eomneetien it shéuld be remembered
that tramspertation was very limited durimng these years, se that young
eouples eould net se easily geo teo the chureh te be married. “emmien law
man and wife wore mere ecmmon in these days, and eonsideratiem sheuld
be givem te these ecomditiues, befere judging these peeple harshly.

6. Upen reading these pages of family histery it will be neted that
there are numbersus cerreetions te be seem, t is eash and every sase,
these ehanges,er correetions are necessary besause!

a, There are erreors in the originals, mers than ome date being givem
when thg same person appearsd twiew,
e« “he handwriting is semetimes not elear.
e, errers were made in the transepiptiens ans translatiems ,whiech
were esrreeted upen checking for second reading.
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d.Husan errers were made by the peeple who wrete the erigimal

enteries as well as by these whe made the translatioms and transeriptiems,
e. Th re are tee_many Maria's, rsulas, Heinrighs, Jehanns,

Kathrinas, Vefingers, “ausers, Gerdes, Behle,ete., whieh eeoupled with

differences in spellimg by the eriginal writer, se that errers easily

appear threughout the writings. Ne offense is intendeed by any errrer,

and apelegy is made fer all errers.

7+ Pany spaces are vacany where the marriage of the ehildrem sheould
be indieated w This is because the imfermatiemwas nmet found im the
erigimals, prebably besause the ehildren were married else where than
in the Bethlehem Lutheran Chureh of Guihi,

8. Seme eof the ehildren were berm at "SULDIERS CAMF" er "CAMF VERDE",
These entries indieate that the fathers served in the military, the
leoestion ef the eamps beimg upknewn te the writer, These camps may have
been Fert Dumean, near Bagle ass; Fort Inge, near Uvalde; ‘ort Martin
Seett, near Friederiehsburg, ®r other mere distant. Seme echildren are
shewn te be berm in Chatfield", mow kmewn as Anippa; ethersat "“avakma®,
near Homde: ethers at " Vandemberg®" whieh was leecated aleng the Verde
Creek nerth of the present Farm-te- “arket isad 2676 ; a few at "Thousanmd
Aekers", loeatien net known to me, and at "Strumhill” ,whish i= abeut
the same losatien as Upper Quihi, and ether leeatiem.

9. The lesalities in Germany where the immigrants eame from ean still
be found en large seale detailed maps of Germany,

10. The St. Je :'s Lutkeran Chureh of lNew Fountain, eriganized in early
1850's and eons- iiated with the Quihi Chureh im 1949, This ge gatien
werked in harr_ay with Quihi Chureh, and all lutheran Pasters ef the area
served beth somgregations, heibbee the recerds of St. Johm's are insluded
with these eof the Bethlehem Lutheran Chareh, and are a part ef this

translatien,

11. It is heped that thie ‘ranslatiom and transpesitien will be ef
some use te the mempers and Jermer members, and their descendents, of
the eongregatiem, It is giver. gratuiteusly, witheut respemsibitity

for any part of it.

signed RICHARD W. BALZEN
Auguet- Saptember ,1976
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Death Reeerds show that at least 3 mem of the comgregatiem lest their

lives in Leuisama duri the CIVIL WAR. They are
EVERT FRIEDRICHS OLD. NEUMANN-berm -12,Aug. 1840~  died - 13,Sept. 1864
EHME HARM GERDES borm- 6,Mar. 1838 - died |  Aug. 1864

DAV1D DETLET SCHLUNZ bern 27 ,Apr. 1829- died abeut 1864




THE BASIS FOE THE FOLLOWING
FAMILY CHARTS IS FOUND

IN THE ORIGINAL CHURCH
RECORDS SHOWN BELOW

REGISTER OF BAPTISMS

whieh imeludes the 1859 eemsus
BREGISTER OF MARRIAGES
BEGISTER OF FUNERALS
PARTIAL RECORD OF FAMILIES
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

OF QUIHI, TEXAS




